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P.OBERT E. THOMSON, Executive 
Assistant City Attorney 
DION G. MORROW, .Assistant 
City Attorney 
200 North Main Street 
18th Floor, City Hall East 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
(213) 485-5462 

Attorneys for Respondents 



SUPERIOR COURT Or f J 




STATE OF CALIFORNIA 



, FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES' 
f 



) 

) NO. C 131722 

) DSCLAFATION OF EDWARD M. 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 



I, EDWARD M. DAVIS, hereby depose and state as follows: 

1. i am the Chief of the Police Department of the City of 

Los Angeles. I make this declaration in response to the petition 
herein. ; 

2. There is, in the possession of the Los Angeles Police 
Department, certain material relating to the investigation of uhe 
assassination of Senator Robert F. Kennedy, which occurred on June 5, j| 
1968. This material consists of papers, photographs, tape recordings , j ; 
and some physical objects.. In these files, there is a card file. 

which contains excerpts of the interviews of the various- persons 

i 

in tei viewed in the case. The material is housed in filing cabinets 
located at Parker Center, Los Angeles, Galiiornia. The filing 
cabinets are locked with steel bands and padlocks. They are retained 
in a locked condition at all times, and access to them is limited tc 
officers of the Los Angeles Police Department and qualified members 
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of the City Attorney's or District Attorney's staff. The material 
has been so retained constantly since the files were established by 
the Special Unit Senator. Access to the files is accomplished only 
by getting keys from the Chief of Detectives and only on a "need to 
know" basis. The files are not public and have never been public. 

To the best of my knowledge, information and belief, no investigative 
reporter, or any other member of the press or public has ever had 
access to the files or to their contents. 

3. iln addition, there -is a document entitled "Investigation 
Summary of the Assassination of Robert F. Kennedy, June 5, 1968." 

This document consists of 10 soft-bound volumes. There are two 
copies of this document in the possession of the Los Angeles Police 
Department, and one in the possession 6f the FBI in Washington. 

Both copies held by -the L.A.P.D. are kept in the same filing cabinets 
referred to hereinabove, and under the same lock and key system. 

\ 

4. The Summary is an in tr a- agency uiemoi anduni. it is a 
summary of the work of Special Unit Senator, and a report to the 
Chief of Police of the Los Angeles Police Department of that work. 

It was intended to be an index and summary of the material in the 
filing cabinets. It was not ever intended to be a public document, 
and the Los Angeles Police Department does not consider that it is 
a public document. 

5. The material in the filing cabinets is a record of 
an investigation conducted by a local police agency, namely, the 
Los Angeles Police Department, as defined in Section 6254(f) Gov. C. 

6. The material in the filing cabinets, and the 10 volume 
investigation Summary each and both contain records, the disclosure 
of which is exempted or prohibited pursuant to the provisions of 
Federal or State law, including provisions of the Evidence Code 
relating to privilege as provided in Section 6254 (k) Gov. C. That 
material consists of records of arrests, medical, health and 
psychiatric records, school records, records received under premises 
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of confidentiality and agreements of confidentiality from the Federal : | 

i u 

Bureau of Investigation' and other lav; enforcement agencies, probation j 

! | 

records, parole records, financial records and records privileged j | 

from disclosure under Section 1040 Evidence Code. r , 

7. In addition, the files and the Summary contain medical 

or similar files the disclosure of which would constitute an 

unwarranted invasion of personal prrvacy as specified in Section 

. 

6254(c) of the Gov. C. These records include medical and health 
records, psychiatric records, personnel records, and other information s 
that would-be an- invasion of privacy of certain individuals were it 

to be released-to the public. ' 

8-; — The police investigative files also contain duplicates | 
of the material which was admitted into evidence in the trial of 
Sirhan B. Sirhan, now retained by the Qlerk of the Superior Court 

3 

in Los Angeles and available for inspection through the said Clerk. 

Such material, in large measure, is also in the possession or the 
District Attorney of Los Angeles County. The Office of the District 
Attorney, in a press release made Kay 28, 1969, stated that they 

4 

would permit access to the said material in their possession by 

, I 

qualified individuals. Qualified individuals have inspected the 

I 

material in the hands of the District Attorney from time to time 
since 1969. 

9. On May 28, 1969, a press conference was held at Parker 
Center, at whi*ck time the -investigation files and all of the 
material in the possession of the Los Angeles Police Department was 

present. | 

10. The 10 volume Summary in this case is the only time that 

such a summary has been prepared by the Los Angeles Police Department. 
It was prepared in this instance because of the .length, complexity, 
and scope of the investigation into the Kennedy assassination. ; 

•The Summary is, therefore, not retained in the ordinary course of 
business of the department as specified in Section 6254(a) of the 
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Government Code. 



11. In addition to the above specified statutory grounds, 
declarant states that on the facts of the particular case, the public 
interest served by not making the record public clearly outweighs 
the public interest served by disclosure of the record. In this 
particular, declarant states as follows: 

a. The evidence in the trial of Sirhan B. Sirhan, 
including the ballistics evidence, photographs, the 
transcript of testimony, and the other evidence presented 
in Sirhan 1 s trial, is in the custody of the County 
Clerk. It has been examined on numerous occasions by 
numerous persons. Affiant is informed that recently 
the presiding judge of the Superior Court in Los 
Angeles made an order that certain ballistics 
examinations be made of the evidence, which order has 
not yet been complied with. In addition, a special 
counsel has been appointed to the District Attorney’s 
Office for the purpose of examining that evidence. 







g 
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The public’s interest in knowing about the evidence 
in the Sirhan case will be satisfied by the examination 

i 

of the Superior Court evidence. This has notnmg 

I 

to do with the police investigation files. 

b. There is evidence in the possession of the 

i 

District Attorney’s Office which largely duplicates 

the evidence on file with the Court, and additional 

evidence not introduced. This evidence is released ! \ 

j | 

to the public through the District Attorney’s Office 
to reliable persons. It has been examined by petiticne?: 

. f 

in this case. * •; 

• j 

c. The Los Angeles Police Commission has announced 
to the public, including the petitioner, that it will 

make available information from its files in answers j 
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to written questions. These questions are to be 
submitted in writing to the Secretary of the 

4 . g 

Police Commission. A true copy of a transcript 
of the statement of the President of the Police 

I 

Commission to this effect is attached hereto as 
Exhibit A.. Thus, the public will be able to 

% 

ask questions of the Police Department and receive 

I 

answers thereto, including copies of photographs. 



In t;he event the answers given still do not 
satisfy the public, a conference with a committee 

§ 

consisting of one Police Commissioner, one Assistant 

Police Chief, two police investigators, and one 

• " I - • | 

City Attorney representative* is provided for. 



Thus, the public's curiosity about the information 
in t^he police investigation files can be satisfied 
without compromising the privacy of the various 
persons whose names are mentioned in the file and 

P 

without breaching the integrity of the Police 

j ... S 

Department investigative records.. 

d. It is absolutely necessary that the 
investigation files of the Los Angeles Police 

I 

Department not be subject to disclosure to the 

> 

public under the Public Records Act in this 

case,t or in any other. Police work requires a 
.< * 

certain amount of confidentiality. Witnesses 
and members of the public will not give information 
to police investigators unless they have confidence 
that the investigators will keep the information 
given them from the public. In many instances, 
informants fear for their lives, their reputations 
or their property. They speak to police officers 

i 

because they think they can trust them not to breach 
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the . confidentiality of the information given. 

Other police agencies deal with the Los Angeles 
Police Department because they know that the . • 

Department conducts its affairs in a professional 
manner, and that information given to the Department 
will not be released to the public. Thus, in the 
Kennedy assassination investigation, the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation cooperated closely with 
the Los Angeles Police -Department . FBI records, 
files, interviews, photographs and tape recordings 
were either given to or duplicated for the L.A.P.D. 
investigation files. In each instance, this was 
done with the express understanding that the 
information furnished by the 4 FBI would be retained 
in a confidential status and not released to the 
public. 

e. The police investigation files; and the 10 
volume Summary, contain the opinions and conclusions 

of investigating police officers regarding the veracity, 
reliability, and other traits’ of personality and 
character of some individuals who were either inter- 
viewed or investigated by the police. Not all 
of these conclusions are of a laudatory nature. 

The exposure of -these conclusions, made as memoranda 
by the police officers only for the purpose of 
completing their investigation and analyzing the 
value of the information regarding these individuals , 
could subject the said investigating police officers, 
and the department, to potential claims of . liability . 

f. Although we consider the case of the 
assassination of Robert F. Kennedy to be closed, the 
statute of limitations never runs on murder and if 
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the Police Department ever received any 
credible evidence of the existence 1 of a con- 
spiracy in the killing, or that any other person 
was involved in the assassination, we would seek 
' prosecution of such individual. In that event, 
the investigation files now in our possession might 
have some relevance. The release to the public of 
the information in those files could amount to 
prejudicial pre-trial publicity and harm prosecution 
of such individuals. 

12. For the reasons stated, it would not be in the 
public interest that the contents of the files be made public and 
declarant prays the petition be denied. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is 
true anu correct. 

Executed at Los Angeles, California, this 26th_ day 

of August, 1975. 
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